
 Jesus loved His own in the world and he loved them to the end. These beautiful words of 

St. John become real for us, brothers and sisters, as we enter into the celebration of the Paschal 

Triduum. He loved His own in the world and He loved them to the end.  

 The merciful love of our Savior is on full display for us in this Mass of the Lord’s Supper. 

In a few moments, I will have the humble privilege of re-presenting one of the most vivd 

actions of Jesus in the washing of the feet. What a blessing that many of our children, who are 

preparing to receive their First Holy Communion in about a month, have joined us to have their 

feet washed.  

 But the washing that I will do is not nearly so humble as Jesus’ action was. In our modern 

society, our feet tend to stay pretty clean, with socks and shoes to guard us from the mud and 

the muck. But it was not so in Jesus time. The apostles walked for miles and miles from place to 

place wearing sandals and sharing the road with donkeys and livestock and all the mess that 

comes with them. The action that Jesus performed at the beginning of the Last Supper was not a 

mere symbolic re-enactment, it was a real washing of their feet. Jesus humbled Himself and 

took on a job that only slaves or servants would ever be asked to do.  
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 Why? Because this is how Jesus loves. He loved His own in the world and He loved them 

to the end. Jesus is not only willing, but eager to stoop down not just to our level, but even 

lower than us, to wash the dirtiest parts of us. The water in the Lord’s pitcher is a fountain of 

mercy. Jesus is eager to wash away all the filth and sin that we can accumulate in our lives. He 

loves us in a way that is merciful, that is humble, that is eager to cleanse us. 

 This washing of the feet is certainly a dramatic and powerful gesture of Jesus’s love for 

us; but it pales in comparison to what He did at the end of that Passover meal. Jesus and the 

twelve Apostles were gathered to celebrate the ancient Hebrew rituals; they were 

commemorating God’s great power, who saved them from slavery in Egypt nearly 1500 years 

before. And in this moment with the twelve, Jesus began to inaugurate a New Covenant. He 

took the unleavened bread of that Passover Meal and transformed it, truly, into His own Body. 

He took the wine in that chalice and transformed it, truly, into His own Blood, the Blood of a 

New Covenant. The Body of Christ became real food for those he loved, to strengthen us in 

holiness. The Blood of Christ became real drink, the fountain of God’s mercy which washes 

away our sins.  

 Jesus loved His own in the world and He loved them to the end. What better way to love 

us to the end than to give us this gift of His own Body and Blood in the Eucharist. And by the 

power that, on this day, He handed on to His priests, the Body and Blood of Christ is made 

present not only at the Last Supper, but at every Mass offered everyday throughout the world. 
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Through the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass and through the gift of His Body and Blood, Jesus loves 

His own in the world and He loves them to the end. 

 But what we must not miss is that this love that Jesus shows for us demands a response 

from us. This was His message to His Apostles as He washed their feet: “I have given you a 

model to follow, so that as I have done for you, you should also do.” This is the way of the 

Master, this is the way of the Lord. And so we, His disciples, should follow that way. Our love 

for one another must follow the pattern of the Lord’s own love for us. We must love one another 

in a way that is selfless and willing to serve, even when it means getting our hands dirty. We 

must love one another in a way that is merciful and willing to forgive, even when that 

forgiveness seems impossible for us. This is how we follow the way of the Master—by loving 

others just as He has first loved us.  

 As we witness the Lord’s boundless love for us in the washing of the feet and as we 

receive His unending love in the Most Holy Eucharist, let us pray that he may strengthen us to 

follow His example. May we love one another just as He first loved us, just as He loves us to 

the end. 

4.18.19 - Mass of the Lord's Supper - p. !3


